
9 PRINCIPLES OF FIREARM HARM REDUCTION
 

Build on the lived 

experiences, leadership, analysis, and 

instincts for personal and community 

safety of those who are at greatest 

risk of exposure to lethal violence.

 For young Black and Latinx people, 

carrying a gun for protection is a 

rational response to the 

states’s refusal to keep 

them safe.

 In neighborhoods 

where everybody 

got guns, both the 

criminalization of 

firearm 

possession

& abstinence-

only gun 

education fail to 

make people 

safer.

 Invite illicit 

gun users 

to learn about the 

weapons they 

routinely carry, 

lay claim to 

the resources 

they need, 

and develop 

strategies to 

make their 

neighborhoods 

healthier and 

more peaceful 

even if they are 

not interested

in putting the 

guns down.

Stick Talk
      Respond to communities where 

Black and Latinx people illicitly 

possess and use firearms with 

the same empathy that is 

usually reserved for 

communities where white 

people illicitly possess and 

use opioids.

      Among young people 

who have grown up 

constantly exposed to 

community and police violence, 

illicit firearm use and illicit 

opioid use coexist and 

interact.

      Essential to the work 

of preventing the 

premature deaths of young 

Black and Latinx people is 

reducing their 

exposure to the police.

      Vitalize community-

controlled responses to 

gun-related conflicts and 

harms by making places 

where illicit firearm 

possession is not 

criminalized or 

stigmatized.

       De-police and 

de-professionaize: 

the problem is less 

the amount of 

gun-related 

conflicts than the

overabundance 

of profession-

als employed to 

manage them.

Do We Dare Love the Shooters?

Do We Dare Love the Shooters?
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